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PLEASE PASS CODEL O'NEILL 
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TAGS: OREP (O'NEILL, THOMAS) 

SUB J : CODEL O'NEILL 

1. AS CODEL MAY BE AWARE, AMBASSADOR KEATING HAS BEEN 
RECALLED TO WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATION. HE DEPARTED 
MARCH 31. IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE HE WILL NOT RETURN BEFORE 
CODEL'S VISIT. WE DO NOT SEE THAT THIS REQUIRES ANY CHANGE 
IN CODEL'S SCHEDULE. CHARGE VELIOTES WILL BE ACTING FOR 
AMBASSADOR AND WILL BE AT AIRPORT ON ARRIVAL. 

2. IN VIEW OF US MIDDLE EAST POLICY REASSESSMENT BEING 
UNDERTAKEN IN WASHINGTON AT PRESIDENT S REQUEST, THERE 
IS LIKELY TO BE CONSIDERABLE PRESS INTEREST IN CODEL VISIT. 

WE ARE BEARING IN MIND CODEL'S DESIRE FOR NO MEDIA COVERAGE. 
CODEL MAY WISH, HOWEVER, TO CONSIDER POSSIBILITY OF ISSUING 
STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL WHICH COULD EXPLAIN GENERAL PURPOSE 
OF VISIT AND FACILITATE HANDLING OF EXPECTED PRESS QUERIES 
HERE. PLEASE ADVISE. 
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